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Co-Editors Melissa Eggers and Martha Combs  |  The Reverend Kathryn Costas  |  June 2016
Discernment Committee Update

by Dianne Swanson, communications for the DC Committee
The Discernment Committee has been working diligently, and after much thought, study, and discussion we are ready to launch the parish wide survey! Now it’s your turn!  We need you to set aside 20 to Everyone’s voice is so important. The information gathered will guide the process.   An email will be sent out with directions on how to access the online version of the survey. Paper copies will be available in back o the sanctuary and in a basket under the mailboxes outside the church office. The survey will be open from May 31 until June 13. Please make time to participate in the process of selecting our next rector! Be honest. 
Remember the survey is anonymous. And be 
Committee will hassle you until you say you have completed the survey!
 
 
 

Bishop’s Election and Transition
 
In preparation for the upcoming election and transition, the Standing Committee has asked
each parish to prayerfully consider a parish donation of $500 
expected costs (food, supplies, travel, gift for Bishop Taylor, etc). If you wish to contribute, 
please make a check out to "St. James Episcopal Church" and write "Bishop
line. There will also be envelopes available on the back table if you prefer to include cash.
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We need you to set aside 20 to 30 minutes to fill out the survey. Everyone’s voice is so important. The information gathered will 

An email will be sent out with directions on how to access the online version of the survey. Paper copies will be available in back e sanctuary and in a basket under the mailboxes outside the church office. The survey will be open from May 31 until June 13. 
Please make time to participate in the process of selecting our next rector! Be honest. 
Remember the survey is anonymous. And be warned! Members of the Discernment 
Committee will hassle you until you say you have completed the survey! 

Bishop’s Election and Transition 
by Rev. Kathryn Costas 

In preparation for the upcoming election and transition, the Standing Committee has asked
each parish to prayerfully consider a parish donation of $500 - $1000 to assist with 
expected costs (food, supplies, travel, gift for Bishop Taylor, etc). If you wish to contribute, 
please make a check out to "St. James Episcopal Church" and write "Bishop
line. There will also be envelopes available on the back table if you prefer to include cash.
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Please make time to participate in the process of selecting our next rector! Be honest. 
warned! Members of the Discernment 

In preparation for the upcoming election and transition, the Standing Committee has asked 
$1000 to assist with 

expected costs (food, supplies, travel, gift for Bishop Taylor, etc). If you wish to contribute, 
please make a check out to "St. James Episcopal Church" and write "Bishop" in the memo 
line. There will also be envelopes available on the back table if you prefer to include cash. 



 

 
MARCH VESTRY MINUTES

      Provided by Senior Warden Barbara Busch
 
Monday, May 16 Vestry Meeting, In Brief 
You may request a copy of full 
after they are approved at the following 
month’s meeting. You will find full approved 
minutes on the church website; go to 

www.saintjamesepiscopal.org. Also, Vestry meetings are open, so you are welcome to 
attend. Below is a summary of topic
meeting. 
 
- Opened with prayer, Bible study, and a vestry prayer list for the first half hour.
Approved and accepted the consent agenda, which are items submitted to members ahead 
of the meeting and do not need further discussion.
 
- Junior Warden Larry Bailey reported that the roof has been repaired at a reasonable price.
 
- Tree work will start mid June. Leaky windows and ceiling hole near organ pipes will be 
repaired. 
 
- Jim Evert reported that the Discernment committee will distribute the parish survey in 
June. Cottage meetings will follow.
 
- Interim Rector Kathryn Costas reported that continuing from the Lenten study of our 
history, we identified events that have shaped us. We will follow this with 
 
- The new bishop will be at St. James on Sunday, Oct 30th for confirmation.
 
- On July 3 we will have one service at 9:30 followed by a meal.
 
- The Young Adults are planning events that will involve the entire parish.
 
- We are sending an additional $100 (along with less than $30 that was collected on the first 
Sunday in May) for Camp Henry.
 
- Senior Warden Barbara Busch reported that the Diocese is asking each congregation for 
donations to finance activities around the ordination of the n
special envelopes for these donations.
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- John Limbrunner is shopping for a new phone system; it will be coming soon.
Treasurer Kempton Smith will train vestry members for the financial duties of the VOD.
 
- For the June 20 Vestry meeting: job descriptions, Mutual Ministry Review
 

Next Regularly Scheduled Vestry Meeting: Monday, June 20, 6:00 PM
(In 2016, Vestry Meetings are on the 3rd Monday of Each Month)

The Saint James Story
by Rev. Kathryn Costas

 During the Lenten Wednesday evening 
meals, we recalled the origin story of St. 
James from the very beginning through our 
current times. On Pentecost Sunday, May 
15, we brainstormed the events of our more 
recent history, events which we had 
experienced first hand as participants.
 
Over the next two months we will have the 
opportunity to add detail to the events we 
listed. We hope you will be part of one or 
more of the small groups working on 
fleshing out our work from Pentecost 
Sunday. 
 
Toward the end of the summer we will 
gather again as the whole St. James Parish to 
hear the expanded story of these events. 
Then we will discern from the stories the 
traits and characteristics without which we 
would not be St. James. 
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John Limbrunner is shopping for a new phone system; it will be coming soon.
Treasurer Kempton Smith will train vestry members for the financial duties of the VOD.

the June 20 Vestry meeting: job descriptions, Mutual Ministry Review
Next Regularly Scheduled Vestry Meeting: Monday, June 20, 6:00 PM

(In 2016, Vestry Meetings are on the 3rd Monday of Each Month)
 

 More from the Discernment 
Committee

 The Discernment Committee is using a 
book and some other materials to help 
guide us in our work. 
 
If you are interested in what those are, we 
would invite you to get Christianity for 
the Rest of Us by Diana Butler Bass from 
Amazon and New 
FACTS on Growth and Decline on the 
Episcopal Church 
website. Both have 
very important 
information for us as a 
church going forward. 
 
You can purchase the 
book used for one 
penny plus $3.99 shipping from Amazon. 
The online document is, of course, free.
 
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/library/do
cument/new-facts-episcopal
growth-and-decline 
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Good to Know:  Maggie Martin  
by Melissa Eggers 

The “Good to Know” series is your chance to learn more about 
one of our St. James parishioners. Sometimes the article will be 
a rerun of an article from years ago that then brings you up to 
the present about that person’s life. Sometimes the article will be 
an entirely new one. We hope you enjoy the opportunity to meet 
someone really good to know with whom you have something in 
common: you both worship at St. James Episcopal Church. 

There are two things in the life of Maggie Eckerlin Martin that mean the most to her: 
roots and wings. She knows how fortunate she is to have plenty of both in her life. 
The first defining love for Maggie is family, and her voice grows rich with pleasure 
when she talks about that subject. Not only her immediate family of husband Alex and 
their two sons Julius (8) and Leo (6), but also her extended family. Asked when and 
where she is happiest, Maggie’s answer is quick and strong: she is definitely happiest 
when she is with family. 
Born in 1974 the youngest of four, Maggie’s entire life before going off to college was 
spent in the same house in Raleigh where her father still 
lives, and “going back there is one of my favorite things 
to do,” she says. Maggie’s mom, who died five years 
ago, was a stay at home mother and “the heart of our 
family,” Maggie says. Maggie still misses her terribly 
and thinks of her every day. Her father Herbert Eckerlin, 
an engineering professor at NC State, is retiring this year 
at age 80. Maggie’s two brothers live in Raleigh also, 
and a sister and her family live in Maryland. Everyone is 
close, says Maggie, and they have a definite pattern of all 
getting together: Christmas in Raleigh with Dad and the 
brothers, Thanksgiving in Maryland with the sister, and 
Easter here in Lenoir with Maggie. While Maggie’s sister’s children are older than 
Julius and Leo, Alex has a sister with the same age of children, and so there is a wide 
range of numerous children every time everyone gets together. 
 

(continued on page 5) 
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Maggie’s daily life is shaped around Alex and the boys. Until the birth of her first child, 
Maggie taught school, first at Granite Falls Middle and then at Hudson Elementary. But 
in 2007 when Julius was born, Maggie felt she really wanted to stay at home with him. 
Alex teaches science at Hibriten High School, and Maggie has been a stay at home 
mother for over eight years, which evolved into being a home schooling mom a couple 
of years ago. “It wasn’t our plan initially,” Maggie says of homeschooling, “but it is 
how things evolved and turned out. And let me tell you, I love homeschooling my 
boys!” She loves that they can spend a lot of time outdoors, causing the boys to develop 
a strong love of nature. And it means a lot that Julius and Leo can learn together as 
brothers. Maggie structures their school days from 8-ish to 3-ish around “a lot of 
reading, math, books about science and history, piano, and learning German.” She is 
“excited” about homeschooling and would welcome a couple of other kids to join in 
with Julius and Leo. Maggie plans to return to the traditional classroom at some point in 
the future, she says, “but not quite yet!” 
Alex and Maggie married in 2003, when both were in their late 20’s. Alex’s work on his 

Master’s degree and 
Maggie’s work on teaching 
certification at ASU had them 
both living in Boone, where 
they continued to live while 
starting their teaching jobs in 
Caldwell County. But the 
commute from Boone to 
Lenoir became too much, and 
they decided to move here. 
Maggie says, “We 
immediately felt at home in 
Lenoir and were so happy 
that we had made the move!” 
When asked how her life is 
different now from what she 

had imagined 10 years ago, Maggie says she had not expected to be living in the 
country. When they moved to Caldwell County, she had thought they would live in 
downtown Lenoir. Instead, they live out in the Patterson area, with lots of space around 
them, and with lots of animals: chickens, goats, ducks, two dogs, and two cats. Luckily, 
it turns out that she LOVES living in the country! Maggie always likes to be the first 
one up in the morning, getting up around 5:30 AM for some “me time.”  

(continued on page 6) 
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They all enjoy hiking and watching sports together, especially NC State sports and the 
Chicago Cubs, and Maggie and Alex watch all of Julius and Leo’s sporting events as 
well. 
Maggie always knew she wanted to marry and have a family. And she says the secret of 
a good marriage is to have fun together and to talk and communicate. Being firmly 
rooted in family is the most important thing in Maggie’s life. 
Now, for the second big thing in Maggie’s life that makes her happy: wings. Meaning, 
her happy ability to travel and to experience people and places elsewhere. Traveling 
abroad has great appeal for Maggie, and she has done much of it in her life thus far. For 
instance, she first met Alex when she spent a year teaching English in Japan after 
graduating from college. That’s how “an Iowa boy ended up in NC,” Maggie explains. 
Prior to that year, she speaks 
of a memorable trip to South 
America her freshman year in 
college (St. Olaf College in 
Minnesota, from which she 
graduated with a degree in 
math). The first leg of the trip 
was to Bolivia to help build a 
school for children, after 
which they headed to Peru. 
That leg included a very 
difficult 3-4 day climb up to 
Machu Picchu that only some 
of the girls were willing to 
attempt, and Maggie was 
among them. It was a defining 
experience for her. 
Immediately after finishing college, before going to Japan, she went to Europe 
completely by herself for two weeks, with a backpack and a Eurail Train Pass. It was a 
seven-week trip. After 2 weeks by herself, Maggie was joined first by her father, and 
then a brother joined them also. (It’s neat to think how this trip to Europe embodied 
both the wings and the roots!) When asked what she would like to be doing ten years 
from now, Maggie speaks of more traveling, saying specifically that she would love to 
teach abroad again. 
Here is how Maggie became a part of St. James: “When we moved to Lenoir, I was 
looking for a church, and a friend of ours told me about St. James. I really liked 

(continued on page 7) 



 

St. James immediately and never ended up looking at other churches. Everyone was so 
welcoming and warm. I loved the feeling of being at St. James and still do.” She has 
become an important part of us, helping with Sunday School and with Vacation Bible 
School, for instance. Maggie and the boys also are on a Room at the Table team and 
help with that. She says it reminds her of how she and her father volunteered at local 
soup kitchens and homeless shelters through their Lutheran church when she was 
growing up. 
Maggie says she will become an Episcopalian “when the opportunity arises.” Isn’t that 
good to know? We will be happy to have her join St. James officially. And we will be 
eager to see what continues to roll out for Maggie Martin and her family, who teach us 
much about roots and wings. 
 

Bishop Walkabout Attendees from St. James
Want to know some of the thoughts and impressions about the 4 
candidates to be our next Bishop in the 
Carolina? We had an amazingly large number of people attend one of the 
four walkabout sessions to meet the candidates. You could ask any of the 
following nineteen people what they think:
Debbie Allen, Annette Beam, Evelyn Beam, Bar
Costas, Jim Crawford, Jennie Deal, Lakia Dula, Melissa Eggers, Jennifer Greer, Janis 
Hogan, Lucy McCarl, Sherry Miller, Betty Purcell, Rebecca Sime, Susan Strawn, Bill Wall, 
Alyce Walton. 
 
 

 
Lauren Tysinger Wilson and her husband Kevin have the dried rose 
from the St. James altar that was given in honor of the birth of their 
daughter framed in her room. 
is now 5 months old. 
to plan a christening.
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Bishop Walkabout Attendees from St. James 
Want to know some of the thoughts and impressions about the 4 
candidates to be our next Bishop in the Diocese of Western North 
Carolina? We had an amazingly large number of people attend one of the 
four walkabout sessions to meet the candidates. You could ask any of the 
following nineteen people what they think: 
Debbie Allen, Annette Beam, Evelyn Beam, Barbara Busch, Don Bushman, Kathryn 
Costas, Jim Crawford, Jennie Deal, Lakia Dula, Melissa Eggers, Jennifer Greer, Janis 
Hogan, Lucy McCarl, Sherry Miller, Betty Purcell, Rebecca Sime, Susan Strawn, Bill Wall, 

 
Baby Announcement 

by Neena Tysinger 
 

Lauren Tysinger Wilson and her husband Kevin have the dried rose 
from the St. James altar that was given in honor of the birth of their 
daughter framed in her room.  She is Adelaide Ruth Wilson, and she 
is now 5 months old.  She looks so much like Lauren. 
to plan a christening. 

 

St. James immediately and never ended up looking at other churches. Everyone was so 
welcoming and warm. I loved the feeling of being at St. James and still do.” She has 

important part of us, helping with Sunday School and with Vacation Bible 
School, for instance. Maggie and the boys also are on a Room at the Table team and 
help with that. She says it reminds her of how she and her father volunteered at local 

and homeless shelters through their Lutheran church when she was 

Maggie says she will become an Episcopalian “when the opportunity arises.” Isn’t that 
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Costas, Jim Crawford, Jennie Deal, Lakia Dula, Melissa Eggers, Jennifer Greer, Janis 
Hogan, Lucy McCarl, Sherry Miller, Betty Purcell, Rebecca Sime, Susan Strawn, Bill Wall, 

Lauren Tysinger Wilson and her husband Kevin have the dried rose 
from the St. James altar that was given in honor of the birth of their 

She is Adelaide Ruth Wilson, and she 
Lauren.  We are trying 
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Dresses for Girls in Uganda 
by Christine Limbrunner 

 
71 dresses and snap wristlets will soon 
be headed for Uganda. The trip is in 
August. Between now and then, Dress A 
Girl Around the World labels will be 
sewn into each dress to hopefully 
protect the girls who wear them. We are 
told that sewing a label on the 
OUTSIDE of the dress indicates to 
predators that this particular girl is 
under the care and watchfulness of an 
organization. And village pastors have 
also told visiting Dress A Girl 
Representatives that having a new dress 

raises a girl’s own sense of dignity and also causes her to be viewed well by others. 
Representatives from Dress A Girl will deliver the dresses and help to fit them on the girls. 
 
Our priest Kathryn Costas and our church children blessed the dresses on Pentecost 
Sunday, May 15. As a church 
community we asked that these 
dresses carry the Will of God—safety 
for those who transport the dresses 
and knowledge that it was the love of 
Christ that motivated our actions. Our 
love for the recipients and 
commiseration for their lack of basic 
needs in life is the result of our beliefs 
in Christ’s teachings. 
 
What can we do? What can I do? 
These questions we ask ourselves are 
disturbing and frustrating. We all 
definitely want to help. We definitely are not responsible for the needful situations. But in 
comparison, we have so much. 
 
We already know what Jesus wishes we would do. Share. Help. Take advantage of every 
opportunity that presents itself. In this particular case—the making of dresses—you don’t 
need to sew, you just need to care. There is a place and a task for you. 

 
(continued to page 9) 
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Daughters of the King will be having a sew-in. All are 
invited. We are in the organizing stage now, and as soon 
as we know the date and details, we will get the word 
out. Remember, you do not have to sew, you just have to 
care.  
 

   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Youth News 
 

Congratulations to Nicole Schlacter (center), 
one of our St. James youth, who read 5,974,681 
words in only 8 months, the top Million Word 
Reader in Caldwell County! Pictured here with 
(from left) Darrell Pennell, School Board 
Chairman; Bill Schreiber, Granite Falls Middle 
Principal; and Superintendent Dr. Steve Stone. 
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We Commend and Celebrate Hope! 

by Jennie Deal 
 

Join the members of the Education for 
Ministry class in congratulating and 
celebrating Hope Estepan’s completion of the 
four-year EFM program. EFM or Exploring 
Faith Matters is a theologically sound study, 
within a community of faith, of the Old 
Testament, the New Testament, the history of 
Christianity, and contemporary theology. The 
curriculum is established by the School of 
Theology at the University of the South and is 
taught all over the world. For four years, Hope 
has committed herself to academic study, theological reflection, and exploring with a group 
her own spirituality and how to live out her faith. We commend her for her dedication to 
her faith, the program and to the group. 
 
Other EFM graduates, Bill Tysinger, Evelyn Beam, Sherry Miller, Sandra White, Shilda 
Burns, and Jennie Deal will join the present class of Sherry Wall, Charlotte and David 
Reid, and Dianne Graeber on June 2nd for a closing graduation ceremony for Hope, 
followed by lunch. 
 
If you are interested in learning more about EFM, (Exploring Faith Matters), consider 
coming to an EFM information session June 21st at 10:00 or talk with one of the former 
or present class members. 

 
 

Year-End Report 
 by Hank and Gloria Friberg 

 
Backpack Ministry: Well, the end of school is near. We will 
soon be doing our last backpack for our kids for this school 
year. We have been able to feed 58-59 children each month this 
past year, and this is all due to the generosity of the people of 
St. James. This year we have not had to ask the vestry for any 
support due to the wonderful people here at St. James. Our new 
school year will be starting in September, and we cannot wait. 
We want to thank you so much for all your support and prayers. 

 
(continued on page 11) 
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Coupons: We want to let everyone know that we will not be collecting coupons anymore. 
We have realized that the coupons are not what we need for the backpack program. Instead, 
we have been able to save more money with the food palettes and with as many sales as 
possible. We want to thank everyone for giving us all the coupons. We have saved a lot 
with the coupons in the past. So thank you. 
 
On a personal note: Hank and I would like to thank everyone for the cards, calls, visits 
and prayers for the trying past year we have had. Things are looking so much better. God 
bless you all. 

 
 

Lillian’s Short Story 
by Gail Evert 

 
Lillian Brown has attended Saint James since she was two years 
old. She is now nine. She attends North Newton Elementary 
School and is an A student. Last summer she was selected to 
attend Lenoir-Rhyne's Kids College. Attending was a great deal 
of fun and she enjoyed the experience. Lilly is an avid reader. 
She has aspirations of becoming a nurse, teacher, artist and 
writer. She also expressed interest in becoming a publicist. Here 
is a short story about church that she has written. Lilly wrote 
this, and I found it. She did not write it for anyone but herself. 
She had no idea I would send this to the church from which she 
has learned to love all the people we attend church with. I hope 
this touches your heart as much as it did mine, knowing she 
thinks about church even when she is not there. 

 CHURCH  
When you go to church you learn about God and Jesus. It is fun to go to church. It is fun for you to go to church. When you go to church you can learn about many different things. You can learn about baptism, communion, and about prayer. You learn a lot about Jesus' history. 
 
by Lillian Sunshine Michelle Brown, Age 9 
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Thank You! 
by Mary Wilson 

 
I want to say thank you to everyone for all the phone calls, visits, and 
cards I received after my surgery in April. I am doing well, and I am 
grateful for the support and attention you gave to me. 

 
Another Special Thanks 

by Mary Lib Todd 
 

Thanks to my family at St. James for lots of special cards and notes, great food 
from the gourmet cooks, and your encouragement to keep exercising. I would 
never have recovered so well without the prayers and many kind thoughts 
from the St. James people. 

 
 

The Vestry’s “Rule of Life” 
 On the following page you will see a document that our current 

Vestry created and refers to often. You may have seen that Senior 
Warden Barbara Busch mentions it in the Vestry Notes In Brief, 
but you are not likely to have known what she was talking about. 
That’s why she sent it to us to put in the newsletter for you to see. 
“We used to have a Vestry Covenant,” says Barbara. “Now we 
have revised that idea and re-named it as well. It is labeled for 
2016 to encourage the Vestry to look at it for possible revision in 
following years.” 
Interim Rector Kathryn Costas explains further: “A Vestry 
Covenant is not something that continues from year to year; 
rather, it should be revised yearly with each new vestry.” Kathryn and our Vestry put this 
“Rule of Life” together at their Vestry Retreat in February.  
Kathryn says that a rule of life is “an intentional document created to help people live into 
their full potential. It includes many different areas: spiritual, physical emotional, etc.” She 
sees a Vestry as a group of people who “comes together to pray, work, and have fun, and it 
would make sense that we developed a rule of life on how we want to live together.” 
When you read this Rule of Life, you see the intentions and purposes that our Vestry brings 
to their work on behalf of St. James. It’s information that’s good to know, and we thank 
them for sharing it with us. 
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VESTRY RULE OF LIFE FOR 2016 
Approved by Vestry 3/21/2016 

 
Follow RESPECT guidelines: 

Take RESPONSIBILITY for what you say and feel without blaming others. 
Use EMPATHETIC listening. 
Be SENSITIVE to differences in communication styles. 
PONDER what you hear and feel before you speak. 
EXAMINE your own assumptions and perceptions. 
Keep CONFIDENTIALITY. 
TRUST ambiguity because we are not here to debate who is right and who is 

wrong. 
 
Reflect Christ’s love for us to those around us.  
 
Undertake a Prayerful process 

Seek and follow where the Spirit leads us. 
Use Lectio Divina and a prayer list. 

 
Show mutual respect 

Use practices that require participation, input from all members. 
Silence does not imply consent. 
State the issue in a way that avoids conflict. 
Support the will of the group. 
Say the word “FLAG” to indicate we are doing or saying something that we ought to 
stop and clarify. 

 
Work honestly, joyfully, and with integrity. 
 
Listen to the congregation, but the Vestry has responsibility for the church. 
 
Support the church through active attendance and participation. 
 
Give from our abundance. 
 
Follow Matthew 18: 15-17 to resolve conflict. 
 
After opportunity to be heard and a decision made, the Vestry speaks with one 
voice. 
 
 
 



 

May 2016 Room at the Table

We say once again that you never know what the turnout will be 
for one of our Room at the Table meals. Nothing explains why 
some have high attendance and some do not. The May 14 meal 
had a smaller than usual crowd
guests EAT! In

man showed me his stack of 3 empty plates), they took 39 take
the nice thing is that plenty of pork barbecue remained to contribute to the next day’s 
Pentecost covered dish luncheon!
 
The entrée was pulled pork barbecue made from 9 
pork picnics, each requiring its own crockpot. The 
intrepid shopping of Gloria Friberg had found the 
meat for 79 cents a pound some time back, and it 
was frozen until time for this meal. It remains 
amazing how cost consciously our meals are 
produced. Sides of potato salad, cole slaw, and 
baked beans, and assorted desserts rounded out this 
abundant meal. The baked beans used 15 cans of 
beans already in our pantry (more thriftiness!). 120 
hamburger buns were purchased, with one left at 
the end of the meal. The one bun, and a few 
cupcakes. 
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May 2016 Room at the Table 
by Melissa Eggers 

 
say once again that you never know what the turnout will be 

for one of our Room at the Table meals. Nothing explains why 
some have high attendance and some do not. The May 14 meal 
had a smaller than usual crowd—47 guests. But boy! Did those 
guests EAT! In addition to consuming firsts and seconds (one 

man showed me his stack of 3 empty plates), they took 39 take-outs home with them. And 
the nice thing is that plenty of pork barbecue remained to contribute to the next day’s 
Pentecost covered dish luncheon! 
The entrée was pulled pork barbecue made from 9 
pork picnics, each requiring its own crockpot. The 
intrepid shopping of Gloria Friberg had found the 
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Captains Evelyn Beam and Jennifer Greer 
oversaw the meal, with Charlene Clark and 
Larry Bailey doing their captains’ work 
before hand. John and Christine Limbrunner
the stalwarts of the clothing closet, also could 
not be present, and we had Jennie Deal and 
Alison Gragg running that show, with 
Alison’s husband Chad helping us out with 
this meal also. Very good turnout from Team 
One members, and joining them were many
others who came to participate.
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Below is a listing of the names of all the people who helped with this meal in any way, 
whether by being present, providing food, shopping, or contributing money: 
 
Evelyn Beam 
Jennifer and Steve Greer 
Charlene Clark and Larry Bailey 
Bill and Sherry Wall (and Alena Powell!)  
Debra Philyaw 
Dave and Tricia Masters, Rachel, and Ben 
Verneda Kirk 
Barbara Kirby 
Emerson and Cheryl Dickey 
Marietta Smith 
Rhonda Schlater, Nikki, Amber 
Annette Beam 
Tom and Terry Hawkins 
Teige West 
Dawn and Marcus Vines 
Jennie Deal 
Alison and Chad Gragg 
Rosemary Rowland 
Melissa Eggers 
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Good Deeds 
by Charlotte Reid 

 
Orla the Therapy Dog 
 
Did you know there is a person in our church family here at St. 
James that has a Therapy Dog named Orla? Yes, right here at 
St. James! Barbara Busch, certainly a busy woman, took time to 
have her dog Orla trained as a Therapy Dog who gives 
emotional support to humans. Now as a dog lover myself, I 
know that my dog gives countless hours of love and devotion to 
me. So I was a bit curious and intrigued as to how this would 
work. 
 
Barbara said after she retired from teaching Special Education 

she wanted to continue to encourage students who were having a difficult time with reading 
in school. She knew that research showed reading to a dog encouraged students to do better 
because the dog would not be judgmental. She had her Orla, a Rhodesian Ridgeback, 
trained and passed the test for Therapy 
Dogs International. Orla is not just any dog. 
She has been busy receiving training in 
AKC Obedience, Lure Coursing, Tracking, 
Canine Good Citizen and therapy dog 
training. ( Oh my! My Bassett eats well and 
walks, does this count?) 
 
Barbara and Orla now go to a local school 
here in the city, West Lenoir Elementary, 
for two hours on Friday afternoons. 
Students in kindergarten through third 
grade are selected by the school’s Media 
Specialist, who makes out Orla’s schedule. Teachers send two students at a time to read 

with Orla. One reads, the other listens, switching off, 
and of course both pet Orla. She gets to lie on a 
blanket that Barbara brings and do what all dogs love 
to do, lie down and enjoy attention. Reading is such a 
critical skill for life, that if Barbara and Orla can 
encourage a child to enjoy reading, to be confident and 
proud, then the session has been successful. 
 

(continued to page 17) 
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One last item here. Orla gets to wear a Therapy Dog International tag on her collar which 
says, “I am a Therapy Dog” with a red bandana with TDI emblem when at school. The ID 
card that Barbara wears when at school has her and Orla’s picture together. They are truly a 
good team working together to do good deeds, paying it forward where they can. 
Congratulations to them both on jobs well done! 

 
 
Go on line and check out our blog: 
www.thegoodnewsatstjames.wordpress.com 
 
If you have a project or event of Good Deeds/Paying It Forward that 
you could share, contact me at: creid75272@aol.com or text at: 828-
750-4656. Don’t be shy….it doesn’t hurt to share. 
 
 

 
 

St. James Summer Fun Schedule! 
by Martha Combs 

 
The church is having three events this summer, so please go ahead and 
mark these dates on your calendar. These are family-friendly, so children 
and youth age are encouraged to attend! Please contact Martha Combs at 
mhcombs@hotmail.com  if you have any questions. 
 
Sunday, June 5th, 4:30 pm: Covered Dish Picnic at Mulberry Rec 
We have reserved a covered shelter, so bring your favorite dish or appetizer! Our shelter is 
next to the playground for children to play while we socialize and play cornhole and Bocce. 
Older children can bring a soccer ball, basketball or other game. Start time is 4:30 pm, and 
we will probably start in on the food at 5 pm. This is a great chance for parishioners to get 
together and have fun outside, so we hope to see you there! 
Sunday, July 17th, 5:00 pm: Hickory Crawdad's Baseball Game 
Tickets are normally $9, but if you bring your church bulletin, tickets are $6 and the 
Crawdads will donate $4 to the church, so please try to remember to bring one. The game 
starts at 5, so we will meet outside of the ticket gate at 4:45 to make sure we all get seats 
together.  
August 7th: Pool party 
Details TBA closer to date 


